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...the Final acta or uncontrollable revolutionary 
fury have not yet happened. Until the world, in part 
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an 



audio visual terrorism tool 

uww.audlovi3ualtBrrorlsm.com 



prison writings of anarchist 

^^^^^^ ^^^^^H, ^^^^^ 

ROB LD5 RICDS 

Manufacturing Dissent 




anti/copyright 
rob los ricos 



audio visual terrorism 



uuu.audiovi3ualtBrrori3iD.com 



Distributed by Black Cat Distro 
P.O. Box 229, Roberts Creek. BC 
VON 2W0 Canada blackcat@resist.ca 



~ 



Here are some ways to support Rob Los Ricos: 

Talk with your friends and companer@s about Rob and 
his case, Spread around his essays and articles, find maqa- 
z.nes that w.ll pay Rob to write for them, collect money to help 
support Rob and other political prisoners, write to Rob, qet out 
in the streets, smash the state. 

Letters can be sent to: 



RobThaxton# 12112716 

•A 




OSP 2605 State Street 

Salem, OR 1 973 10 v; '$£; 

^Checks And Money OrdersfCan Be^Sent To- 

;kj. ... in 
RLR Enterprises 

PO Box 50634 

Eugene, OR. 97405 

»;f unds for APLAN's Prisoner Support 

well concealed cash, check orrnoney orders 



with^pay^to* left blank. 



■iy- 



APLAN 

81 8 SW 3rd Avenue 
PMB 354 

Portland OR 97204 
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Avo,d using any images, logos or slogans on the pack- 

ShTT ""t ^ Th , 6 P r , is ° n f Cra,S Wi " no ' P°" °nyhing on to 
Rob that might even slightly offened their (in)sensibility 

for more (w)rilings by Rob Los Ricos go to 
www.ricanstruction.net/loclcdown.html 
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forewarned 

The self described "one hit wonder anarchist rock star" 
Rob "Los Ricos" Thaxton wasn't always a rebellious "rock star", 
or an anarcho-activist, or a punk political prisoner. There was a 
time, not that long ago, when he was just another chavo 
chicano growing up in some forgotten field town called Pampa, 
Texas, Watching rebels, reformists, rioters, racketeers, and real 
rock stars tap dance across his tv screen. But while changing 
channels, culture, capitalism, corporatization, and the clarion 
call of chaos came crashing down in the form of the 
radicalizing revelations of the terroristic Tet Offensive; the 
political proclamation "No Vietnamese ever called me nigger" 
of black (power) boxing champ Muhammad Ali; and finally, the 
seditious inspiration of the women fighters of the radical 
Weather underground who seized his catholic grade school for 
two years when he was a child. By the righteous (r)age of 
twelve, Rob began to work with various revolutionary organiza- 
tions, and eventually left Pampa for the streets of Dallas, Texas, 
where he joined CISPES (the Committee in solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador), worked with ACT UP, and KNON-FM, a 
peoples (Pirate) radio station, where he served as prograrh •$. 
director. .m 

In the early 90s, as Rob Thaxton began to fade into a 
memory, and Rob Los Ricos entered the forefront of a 
radicalized reality, he began lo delve deeper into the history of 
the international anarchist movement, and once again relo- 
cated, this time to Austin, Texas, to engage in anarcho-specific 
activity. He began to focus his political energy into 
(dis)organizing with the small anarchist movement that existed 
in Austin, and also worked with The Palestine Solidarity Com- 
mittee, Earth First!, The Black Banner Brigade, and organized 
street protests against the gulf war and direct actions against 
globalization. 

But the mute mainstream media silence over any opposi- 
tion to the war, and the perceived ineffectiveness of the protest 



lent" content. Many anarchist zines are rejected and that dis- 
courages some publishers from trying to send me their zines. 
Other anarchist prisoners I write to are locked down in segrega- 
tion units with Aryan Brotherhood-types, who often try to kill 
them. Harold Thompson (Tennessee), Chris Plummer (Texas), 
Mark Barnsley (U.K.) and Rio Johnson (Oregon) spend a lot of 
time in the hospital due to recurrent attacks. Anarchists in Italian 
jails are often found dead in their cells and anarchists in Greece 
are being jailed for long sentences for WTO-like activities. 
Those Greeks, they've been out street fighting for years and 
wonder why it's taken so long for us in the U.S. to get out and 
get it on. We're forming an anarchist prison legal aid network 
here in America to see if we can't help each other out. 

How are you getting on with your life? 

This is a weird time to be in prison. Things could go one 
of two ways: they could get a lot worse or better. Either way, I'll 
likely benefit from any changes. If this government really cracks 
down on anarchists out there, I might be relatively safe in here. 
Also, I might someday consider my sentence light compared to 
what future anarchist political prisoners in the United States get. 
If things get better: we win the rights of anarchists to be politi- 
cally active in prison and freely associate and write to people 
inside and outside our institutions; Measure 1 1 is overturned; 
the prisoners' network grows and thrives; the revolution is 
fought and won - 1 may get out sooner than expected and get 
back on with my life, my home in the woods and my delightful 
daughter. What does it say about this society that the only way 
to get a political dissenter to keep his activism within the limits 
of the law is to put him in prison? I'm currently one of the most 
highly "visible" anarchists in the U.S. This is strange for me, but 
as it goes with so many aspects of my life, the worst thing that's 
ever happened to me could turn out to bring venfpositiveiresults 
in the future. 





me for the Riot charge was a description of someone other than 
me. So she gave me 70 months for the Assault II charge and 
departed from the sentencing guidelines for the Riot charge to 
give me 18 months, and ran them consecutively, rather than 
concurrently. 

■ t u Y "i ' f f e ' ' ike ,his is harsh ,rea,ment - Why did she do 
this? Mainly, the city and county government needed to have a 
scapegoat to use as an example to other dissidents that they are 
in control not the dissenters. I was a very convenient target: I'm 
not from Eugene, so there was no base of support for me. I 
could also make the argument that being of Mexican ethnicity in 
an overwhelmingly white city contributed to my isolation from 
the activist community and vilification by the police and pros- 

What has it been like for you in prison? 

who h ^ k N Pt * km F nlh in here - ft ^ird that a person 
who s so w, ,ng to refuse to recognize laws he doesn't agree 
with or any law, for that matter) has so little in common with 

people who have a "criminal" mentality. Different values I 
suppose: wanting to nurse and nurture the world as opposed to 
wanting more things. FH"«a ro 

What is happening to anarchists in general in prison? 

nn „ I**'.*** are taking a pretty harsh stance against 
anarchist prisoners, especially those who have remained active 

o e tobTon ° Wn ' T u e/ use /T' a,ions desi 9" ed •«> ^ep 
close tabs on gang members and white supremacist groups to 

Persecute anarchist prisoners, even those who don't get into 

keo i olaL y d P f° b 6mS '" ' ^ '"r ilU,i ° nS - S °' an ° rch ^ « 
ooJuITa 7 9r erd L POpula,i0n P ris0ners ° s ™^ « 
act v si nn^ 1 ° ff frDm i****"" ^filiations" on the outside: 
Inlf Tt >" anarch 't ,s - Personally, I'm not getting particu- 
ram H mT* ** The P risoncrats « M"9 to "me off 

vmhlk"7 , b/ re|eC "^ 9 ' 0,S °' mail because oF "gong 
symbo » the infamous circle "A", and due to their anarchist 

content, or as written on one mail violation notice, their "vio- 



that he had been organizing and attending, led Rob to believe 
that "protest-as-usual" was a waste of time. He then made it his 
mission to develop anarchist networks throughout Texas, and 
traveled within the entrails of the monster organizing and 
revolutionizing. Through the 90s he lived in Portland, Oregon 
where he worked with the Anarchist Info Shop, and spent time 
in Columbia, Missouri, where he helped to publish Anarchy: A 
Journal of Desire Armed, and Alternative Press Review, as well 
as working on book projects of the Columbia Alternative Library 



Press. 









By the late 90s, Rob began to reexamine his anarchist 
ideas in order to redirect his efforts to create a life in line with 
his des.re for a liberated existence. He also became a father (to 
his daughter Raven) and abandoned urban existence to "redis- 
cover a simpler way of life" that included low impact gardening 
techniques, eco-friendly architecture, and low-tech living in the 
woods of southern Oregon 

On June 1 6, 1 999, Rob Los Ricos traveled to Eugene, 
Oregon to attend an anarchist conference and a Reclaim the 
Streets festival. Arrested by police during the June 1 8 Reclaim 
the Streets demonstration-turned-police riot, Rob was accused of 
throwing a rock at a cop, and was subsequently beaten by 
police He was ultimately charged with rioting, first degree 
assault, and second degree assault. Used as a Latino, out of 
owner anarchist scapegoat example of what can happen to 
those who dare to rebel, Rob was given a nearly 8 year prison 
sentence. r 

Determined to continue la lucha even while in the belly 
at the beast, Rob and his supporters in Portland, Oregon 
formed the Anarchist Prisoners' Legal Aid Network, a resource- 
sharing and communication network for incarcerated anar- 
chists and Rob continues to struggle and to dream and to write. 
Hopefully, this punk" pamphlet will give you a bit of incite into 
the ideas and ideals of the Chicano, working class, anarchist, 
political prisoner known as Rob Los Ricos. 

- Not4Prophet 



interdiction 



Rob Thaxton loves beer. And the woods. And people, 
especially his daughter. Rob hates this "civilization" we are 
crushed by everyday. He hates hypocrisy, greed, white su- 
premacist racist imperialism. And he hates to struggle. Which 
makes him a normal human being. It's the fact that Rob has 
spent the last three years in a prison cell, and will spend live 
more there, because of his commitment to create a world some 
would consider a Utopian dream, that makes him amazing. 

I first met Rob as a picture on a flyer. "Free Rob Los 
Ricos!" I was living in Portland, Oregon at the time, and had 
heard about the 1 999 police riot in Eugene, Oregon that had 
resulted in one person being charged with assault. This was 
close to the 'The Battle for Seattle." "Authority" was unprepared 
for the resistance that took place, the property damage, the 
defiance in the streets. The government blamed the "black 
hooded anarchists" they imagined were behind these actions, 
and especially focused on Eugene, which the media decided 
was a hotbed of anti-authoritarian, anti-amerikan activity. 

On June 1 8, Rob was the one they caught in their net, 
and because he was from out of town, because he was an 
activist/writer/organizer, and most definitely because he was 
brown, he was singled out and given an outrageous sentence 
for throwing a rock at a cop. The cop came out of it with a 
bruised chest. Rob was beaten severely enough to break bones, 
and got almost 8 years in prison. 

I started writing Rob in solidarity, because I felt he had 
gotten royally fucked over, and because I realized that with the 
work I was doing, that could very easily be me, as the loud- 
mouthed spot of color at many a protest. 

I was also very intrigued by Rob. A Chicano brotha, 
who's also an anarchist? Now that was a stumper. Living in the 
very white northwest, I had known politically active anarchists, 
sure, but they were all white. I had never even considered, 
before reading Rob's writings, that a brown person could be an 



kept us separated though. I was convinced they were going to 
take me to some remote location and work me over before 
taking me to jail. I denied that I was hurt so that I'd be out of the 
custody of the EPD and into the "safety" of the Lane Count jail 
as quickly as possible. 

Try to picture that: me, with blood dripping down my 
neck, my nose broken, my face purple across the right side and 
both eyes blackened, telling the cops "No, no, I'm fine" while 
trying to breathe after running a couple of blocks and then 
being pepper-sprayed, while blowing blood out of my mouth 
thafs running down from my nose. During the trial, the prosecu- 
tor and police said I wasn't injured, WHILE describing my 
physical condition. 

What kind of treatment did you receive from the courts? 

They set an incredibly high bail on me, first off, which 
really prevented me from finding a good lawyer, or preparing 
for my trial. The judge was determined to keep me from pre- 
senting my political views to the jury and equally determined to 
allow the prosecutor to tell the jury his thoughts about anarchists 
and anarchy. She also allowed jury members to be seated who 
stated they could not be fair or impartial about anarchists under 
my circumstance due to our behavior on June 1 8. She also said 
that the jury wasn't influenced by the media coverage of June 
1 8. She finally set aside the sentencing guidelines in order to 
give me a longer sentence. 

Do you feel like you received harsh treatment from the judge? 

When Judge Bearden sentenced me, she acknowledged 
that she had received several dozen letters attesting to my 
history of non-violent activism, good reputation within the 
anarchist community and the fact that the officer I assaulted was 
not seriously hurt by my actions. These were all arguments that 
Measure 1 1 allows judges to take into consideration when 
determining a sentence. She could have set aside the Measure 
1 1 minimum guidelines and given me a lesser sentence. Also, I 
reminded her that the one bit of "evidence," used to implicate 
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